OVER THE HILLS AND FAR AWAY!

out behind. The operation was to sew a small leather patch
on the side of the foot over an abrasion which had been
caused by the unaccustomed stony tracks of the mountains;
it would be a protection on the morrow's journey.

No sooner did the Badawin come to the end of their tasks
than they fell to arguing, as they inevitably do, about the
inequality of the loads, each Badu being jealous for a light
task for his own camels: as a result the loads were reshuffled
and I found myself a sufferer thereby, for the mount I had
ridden was taken from me on the pretext that she was not
good enough, and on the morrow I found myself riding an
animal much less to my liking, A day never passed without
some such wrangling about loads, for the camel is her
master's dearest dear, and he will cease fighting her battles
only with his latest breath.

Two parties lined up for sunset prayer, one led by
Shaikh Salih, the other by my Karabi rabta. According to
my servant, their performance was in pleasing contrast to
that of my Bait Kathir party of the previous year, men who
prayed not in a line but individually, and though they
declaimed aloud were woefully ignorant of the words,
which to instructed ears became a sorry jumble.

We were mounted by seven next morning, and after two
hours' ride across the plain towards Wadi Nihaz made
Ghaur Fazl, a hole in the grassy foothills. So far as I could
ascertain from local enquiries, this is the only place answer-
ing to Bent's description of a natural phenomenon he
identified with Ptolemy's Diana Oraculum. I confess to a
sense of disappointment. It was unusually large, certainly
some twenty feet across, and round its top is a circular
mound which may conceivably conceal a wall as described
by Bent, but appears to contain excavated material as well
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